


JFREE PUERTO RICO! 

















Newsletter of the Free Puerto Rico! Committee Winter 1988 
formerly the New Movement in Solidarity with Puerto Rican Independence & Socialism 
WE’VE WON A BATTLE— eee a eres ie | aa 
BUT WE’RE STILL AT WAR ares 
| a i KA IAA 
Almost two years of intense pressure | | A? MANEA 
by many people on many levels have | 


forced the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) to 
announce the closure of the Lexington 
Control Unit, in Lexington, Kentucky. 
The BOP hopes to stop the growing 
outrage about the Lexington Control 
Unit by shutting it down and moving the 
women to a Federal Prison in Mariana, 
Florida, scheduled to open in 8 to 9 
months for 100 to 200 women. In a letter 
to an attorney for the women prisoners, 
the Director of the BOP, J. Michael Quin- 
lan, announced that women with “asso- 
ciation or membership in organizations 
whose published ideology includes 
advocating law violations” can be sent to 
Mariana. Clearly any woman who is a 
member of an organization such as the 
Pledge of Resistance could be sent to 
Mariana. 

Despite Quinlan’s assurances that 
Mariana will be more “spacious,” the 
women prisoners can expect conditions 
similar to the conditions in the Lexing- 
ton Control Unit. Currently, Puerto Rican 
Prisoner of War Alejandrina Torres and 
anti-imperialist political prisoners Susan 
Rosenberg and Silvia Baraldini face 
unbearable conditions. They are con- 
fined 23 hours a day in a small, artifi- 
cially lit underground unit, with no 
contact with other prisoners. They are 
under constant video surveillance by 
male guards, and all their actions and 
conversations, no matter how trivial, are 
recorded in a log book. They are given 
two 15-minute recorded phone calls a 
week, no personal clothing, 5 books at 
a time, and no decorations in their cells. 
They are denied access to religious 
services and political literature. Their 
mail is censored and their visits are 
limited to immediate family. These 
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Government Prosecutor Deborah Devaney prompting witness Richard Cobb in Judge 
Hart's courtroom. Seated: US Attorney Dan Gillogly and FBI agent Michael Heard. 
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GOVERNMENT MISCONDUCT IN 
“CONSPIRACY TO ESCAPE” TRIAL 


After 10 weeks of trial in Federal court in Chicago, 3 Puerto Rican 
independentistas, Dora Garcia, P.O.W. Oscar López, and Jaime Delgado, 
and New Afrikan (Black) political prisoner Kojo Bomani-Sababu, were 
found guilty of conspiracy to effect the escape of prisoners from 
Leavenworth Prison. Dora Garcia was able to remain free on bond 
pending sentencing on February 26, but Jaime Delgado was denied bond. 
He is currently being held at the Metropolitan Correctional Center (MCC) 
in Chicago. Eighty supporters rose and sang the Puerto Rican national 
anthem, “La Borinquefia,” with Jaime, Oscar, and Kojo before federal 
marshals led them from the courtroom. At a subsequent bond hearing, 
Judge Hart announced that sentencing will be held in the tiny, repressive 
courtroom at the MCC. This is yet another move of the government to 
harass supporters of the independence movement. 

Blatant examples of government misconduct marked the end of the 
trial. During deliberations on the verdict the jury received a piece of 
evidence against Dora Garcia which had been ruled inadmissible by Judge 
Hart. This transcript of a tape had been “translated” by the prosecution 7 
times in order to put the words in Dora’s mouth essential to the 
government’s case. When this phony “evidence” mysteriously surfaced in 
the jury room, Judge Hart refused to declare a mistrial and he denied 
defense requests to interview jurors to determine whether they had seen e 
the transcript. In response to this outrageous act, New Afrikan Kojo 
Bomani Sababu stood and demanded to be taken from the courtroom, 
saying “I won’t participate in this railroad . . . get me out of here!” The trial 
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N credit: Linda Balek 
In Chicago in December, 150 demonstrators demanded that Marion 


and Lexington Prisons be shut down. 

LEXINGTON... 

conditions and the strenuous mopping and buffing Ale- 
jandrina is required to do daily, have aggravated her heart 
problems. When, on November 20, 1987, Alejandrina 
refused to continue such unhealthy work, she was put 
on lockdown—locked in her cell 24 hours a day. After 
over 1,000 cards and phone calls were sent to the BOP, 
Alejandrina was seen by a cardiologist. But, she is still on 
lockdown. 

It is no coincidence that Mariana, Florida, was chosen 
for the new prison. It is physically isolated, it is in a very 
conservative part of a very conservative state, and 75 
miles from Tallahassee, Florida, where, in November, 
1979, Puerto Rican Prisoner of War Angel Rodríguez 
Cristobal was murdered in his cell. The location only adds 
to the isolating conditions of the unit. The US govern- 
ment made a serious miscalculation when they opened 
Lexington. During a national phone campaign organized 
by the National Campaign to Abolish the Lexington 
Women’s Control Unit on November 23, 1987, they 
admitted their mistake. In a conversation with a BOP 
official, we were informed that the BOP had received 
thousands of letters and phone calls protesting the 
existence of the Lexington Control Unit. The official 
further admitted that “it was a mistake to open the 
Lexington Control Unit and that’s why we're shutting it 
down and moving the women to Mariana.” 

For those of us who feel the US is all-powerful, and 
that our actions don’t make a difference, we can see from 
his remarks that every phone call and every letter has had 
an impact. Demonstrations, the benefit poetry readings 
in San Francisco and New York, house meetings, and 
articles in magazines such as the Nation, have all contrib- 
uted to exposing the repressive nature of Lexington. And 
inside, Alejandrina Torres, Susan Rosenberg, and Silvia 
Baraldini are daily showing the US government that all 
their technology, brutality, and lack of humanity are no 
match for women who know what they are fighting for. 
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GOVT. MISCONDUCT... 


ended in the way it had been conducted throughout — 
a continuous display of government and Federal court 
collusion dictated by the F.B.I. 

In the 10 weeks of the trial in the courtroom we saw 
an endless array of video and audio tapes, “expert” 
witnesses, recreations of discussions, and an intense level 
of security. The trial was a long and difficult ordeal. It has 
shown how futile it is for Puerto Rican independentistas 
to try to receive a fair trial in US courts. On the first day, 
Judge William Hart ruled that key government evidence 
was inadmissible, because it did not pertain to Jaime and 
Dora and would prejudice their case. The next morning 
Judge Hart overruled himself stating that he had “made 
a mistake.” It’s more likely that pressure from Washington 
D.C. had a hand in the change of Hart. 

US attorneys Deborah Devaney and Dan Gillogly 
opened their case with an endless array of F.B.I. agents 
describing the technical aspects of wire and video taping. 
The transcripts from these tapes fill 4 books, evidence of 
the priority the US places on stopping the Puerto Rican 
independence movement. Hundreds of agents surveilled 
independence supporters for over 2 years. One witness, 
Alicia Haas, the court translator, testified under cross- 
examination that an F.B.I. agent, Richard Hahn, was 
present when she translated the Spanish tapes to English. 
This was the first time in her twenty-year career that she 
was required to have “help” from the F.B.I.. Later, F.B.I 
Agent Michael Heard, who worked side by side with the 
prosecution attorneys throughout the trial, admitted that 
he had “found” important defense notes outlining their 
strategy in the “trash.” Defense attorneys immediately 
demanded that Judge Hart declare a mistrial. Judge Hart, 
showing his blatant collusion with the government, 
refused, stating that if the notes were in the trash, they 
didn’t belong to anybody! 

The star government witness was Richard Cobb. 
He was presented by the US attorneys as a naive young 
man who was corrupted by Kojo and Oscar, Upon cross- 
examination, it was revealed that Cobb was involved in 
many schemes in and out of prison. He helped sneak 
drugs into the prison and sold them, he was involved in 
attempts to help white supremacists escape, and he had 
his own right-wing plan to “force the government to its 
knees.” Cobb was also paroled and shortly after became 
an informant/agent for the F.B.I.. He worked for over a 
year to try to further the “escape plot” under their 
direction. 

The trial showed once again the extent to which the 
government is willing to go to destroy the Puerto Rican 
independence movement, and the courage and prin- 
ciples of those who resist. In the words of the greatest 
Puerto Rican patriot, Don Pedro Abizu Campos, “the 
homeland is valor and sacrifice.” 


US Makes Moves to Change the Status of Puerto Rico! 


In August, 1987, the US Ambassador to the U.N., 
Vernon Walters, went on national Venezuelan TV to urge 
Venezuela not to sponsor a U.N. Decolonization Commit- 
tee Resolution declaring Puerto Rico a US colony. He 
added that the US would “resolve the status question of 
Puerto Rico within 2-3 years.” His act demonstrates both 
the impact that international support for Puerto Rican 
independence has on the US and that the US is seriously 
considering a change in the status of Puerto Rico due to 
this pressure and the quanitative and qualitative growth 
in the independence movement. 

Why the possible change? There are several factors. 
The US sees the growth of the independence movement 
as a serious threat. Since the middle 60’s, the independ- 
ence movement has led every significant social struggle. 
In the early 70’s, they led opposition to the construction 
of a superport and anti-ROTC and military recruitment 
campaigns. Current campaigns oppose Club Med, the 
destruction of El Yunque, and the 2020 plan. The US fears 
this growing movement and the continuous develop- 
ment and growing acceptance of the armed clandestine 
movement in Puerto Rico. 

Another factor is that Puerto Rico is heavily industri- 
alized, reaping US corporations billions in profits annu- 
ally. However, increasingly, US corporations are moving 
to other Caribbean nations, such as Haiti and Jamaica, 
where there is no minimum wage. Under the Twin Plant 
Project, a component of the Caribbean Basin Initiative, 
the “finishing touches” of products produced in different 
Caribbean nations are applied in Puerto Rico, enabling 
US corporations to mask the product “made in Puerto 
Rico” and thus not pay import taxes. These conditions 
create larger unemployment problems in Puerto Rico. 

Sectors of the US power structure are seriously 
considering granting Puerto Rico the status of Associated 
Republic. As.an Associated Republic the US would 
demand continual and permanent control of the US 
military bases, and the ability to use Puerto Rico as the US 
sees fit to protect its “security.” This is similar to what has 
developed with the US’s granting of “independence” to 
the Pacific-located Micronesia islands. An Associated 
Republic of Puerto Rico has several advantages for the 
US. The US could wash its hands of any economic 
problems in Puerto Rico while still controlling Puerto 
Rico militarily. International demands for independence 
can be countered by the US replying that independence 
has been granted. And, with luck, the independence 
movement, or sectors of it, can be co-opted, delegit- 
imized, or divided. 

But, there are several problems with this plan. Cur- 
rently there are three main tendencies within the Puerto 
Rican political scene: the pro-statehood party (PNP), the 
pro-commonwealth party (PPD), and the independence 


movement. None of them openly support the Associated 
Republic. It is highly unlikely that the PNP, whose main 
goal is to become a US state, would as a party support the 
Associated Republic. Thus, the US realizes that they need 
to severely weaken the PNP. Towards that end, the US is 
encouraging a three-person race for the PNP’s 1988 
candidate for governor. The race should bitterly divide 
and economically weaken the PNP, and thus remove it as 
an obstacle. Sectors of the PPD, who support greater 
autonomy, could already support an Associated Republic 
through attractive packaging, including offering PPD 
officials good positions. The support of the PPD for the 
Associated Republic is not seen as a major obstacle. 

The greatest obstacle to the implementation of the 
Associated Republic is the independence movement. 
Although proportionally in the minority, the US realizes 
the dangers of the appeal for independence among the 
Puerto Rican people. The appeal is demonstrated by the 
fact that in 1986, in a poll of the pro-statehood party 
newspaper, El Nuevo Dia, 44% of the Puerto Rico people 
said they consider the Macheteros (an armed clandestine 
pro-independence organization) to be patriots. This poll 
shows the appeal of independence—and the respect of 
those who risk their lives to win it—extends way beyond 
those who call themselves Independentistas. 

So what can the US do to weaken the independence 
movement? Without the support of the independence 
movement, the Associated Republic stands little chance 
of winning legitimacy among the the Puerto Rican people 
and the international community. Aside from the contin- 
ued use of repression, the US would like very much to 
neutralize sectors of the independence movement. One 
tactic which may be used is to present the Associated 
Republic as an intermediate step towards independence 
to “satisfy” certain sectors of the independence move- 
ment But, there is no evidence whatsoever that the US 
ever intends to grant independence for Puerto Rico. As 
this plan develops, industry will increasingly leave Puerto 
Rico, and unemployment and poverty will increase. The 
US can afford to let industry leave. But it cannot afford to 
let go of US military control of Puerto Rico. The need for 
a stable US military base in the Caribbean and Central 
America is rising—especially given that by the 1990’s the 
US may have to give up its military base in Guantanamo, 
Cuba. Additionally, international support for Puerto Ri- 
can independence from the UN and the Non-aligned 
nations, and a growing sense of Latin American nation- 
alism, are having an impact on the US. And, finally, 
despite 90 years of US colonialism, Puerto Rico’s desire 
to be an independent nation, and the commitment of 
significant sectors of the Puerto Rican nation to that goal, 
cannot be destroyed. 


HEARINGS ON FUTURE OF 
EL YUNQUE SEEN AS ATTEMPT TO 
STOP PROTESTS 


The U.S. Forest Service has been conducting public 
hearings on the future of the El Yunque Rain Forest. 
Community organizations such as Los Caminantes de La 
Paz (Peace Marchers) and Citizens in Defense of El 
Yunque have participated in these hearings, emphasizing 
that the hearings are a deceptive public relations cam- 
paign designed to neutralize opposition to US control of 
El Yunque. 

Puerto Rican opposition to US control of El Yunque 
rain forest peaked in November, 1986, when 5,000 people 
marched into the rain forest, protesting plans to cut trees 
and use part of the forest for military training, as outlined 
in the United States Forest Service’s “Management Plan” 
uncovered by independentistas in 1986. In October, 
1986, Los Macheteros bombed US military installations 
across the island in protest of US plans to train Contras, 
and cut trees in the national rain forest. Almost immedi- 
ately the US dropped plans to train Contras in Puerto 
Rico, to log El Yunque, and to proceed with other “de- 
velopments” listed in the management plan which would 
impact on the environment. 

However, the fundamental demand of the movement 
has always been to return control of El Yunque to its 
rightful owners, the Puerto Rican people. It is in response 
to this demand that the US Forest Service has been con- 
ducting its massive PR campaign, designed to prevent 
opposition to its revised management plan, which will be 
published next year. The PR campaign consists of inviting 
individuals and organizations who have in the past 
demonstrated their opposition to the Management Plan, 
to attend hearings and planned visits to the forest. 
Through these methods, the Forest Service intends to 
neutralize protest and convert opposition forces into 
allies or accomplices. Members of the Forest Service have 
already expressed their desire to pass the control of El 
Yunque to the US Department of the Interior. This would 
make El Yunque a US Federal territory while at the same 
time conceding some of the demands of the movement. 

As Puerto Rican activists have made clear, the problem 
of El Yunque is not only an environmental problem, but 
is part of the larger national contradiction that confronts 
Puerto Ricans — colonialism. 


Rally for El Yunque! 


US Acts and Arms 
Endanger Puerto Rico's 





Planet's Environment at 
Stake! Demonstrate!! 


credit: Pro El Yunque Defense and the Green Flag 


“INDEPENDENCE 16” EXPOSE MORE 
GOVT. LAWBREAKING 


This fall, new evidence of government lawbreaking 
emerged at the Hartford, Conn., pre-trial hearings in the 
case of the “Puerto Rico Independence 16” charged with 
participation in the Macheteros guerrilla group. The 
hearings have dragged on a year and the actual trial may 
not begin until summer of 1988 or later. An F.B.I. agent 
who ran electronic surveillance of the activists for 16 
months admitted destroying dozens of recordings of their 
conversations. The federal prosecutor admitted having 
violated the law by waiting over two months after ending 
the surveillance before submitting the originals to a judge 
for sealing. Defense attorneys charged that this delay al- 
lowed extensive tampering to occur. The judge rejected 
defendant Luz Berrios Berrios’s motion to dismiss the 
charges against her. Berrios charged that after her 1985 
arrest, she and her 9-year-old son had been tortured for 
three days by Mexican police at the request of the US- 
controlled Interpol (International Police). Meanwhile, 
two of the 16 have spent 2-1/2 years in a Hartford jail 
under the 1984 federal preventive detention act — the 
longest held pre-trial defendants in U.S. history. 







Free Puerto Rico! Committee is a national organization that works to develop understanding and support for the struggle of the 
Puerto Rican people—invaded and seized by the US military in 1898—1o liberate their nation and to establish an independent socialist 
society. We have written material, slide and film programs on such topics as the 2020 Plan, the history of Puerto Rico, and the 
independence movement. Please write or call the chapter nearest you to obtain an audiovisual brochure, or to set up a program and 


ee New York—POB 2512, Cadman Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11202 (212)243-0202 
San Francisco—3543 18th St. #17, S.F., CA 94110 (415) 561-9055 
Chicago—Box 295, 2520 N. Lincoln, Chicago, IL 60614 (312) 278-6706 
WE NEED YOU! 












